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Access Session Materials… 

http://bit.ly/growingreaders 

http://bit.ly/growingreaders
http://bit.ly/growingreaders


Our Session Goal… 

Learn how to integrate gifted resources 
and strategies to increase the rigor of 
reading instruction in grades 3-5 and 
maximize growth in students.



Key Components of
Reading Instruction



Our 
Approach 
to Gifted 

Education

clusters of 
gifted students 

grouped 
together in 3-5 

classes

built-in time for 
collaboration with 

classroom 
teacherscombination of 

direct and indirect 
services

modeling, co-teaching, small group instruction

consistent “push-in” support scheduleenhances & 
complements 

classroom 
instruction

use of Catalyst 
model of consultation and collaboration

serve both AIG 
identified & 
unidentified 
“high fliers”

joint effort by AIG 

teachers AND 

classroom 
teachers



Reading Workshop



Mini-Lessons

Connection “Yesterday we…”

Teaching Point
Teacher explicitly states what she/he is 
teaching. What will students learn as a 
result of today’s lesson?

Teacher Model & 
Demonstration

“Today I am going to teach/show you…”
“Watch how I do this…”

Active 
Engagement

“Now, you try it…”
“Let’s try this by…”

Link “So, I want you to remember…”



ʂ Higher level mini-lessons 
ʂ depth
ʂ complexity

ʂ Interactive read alouds (IRAs) that target higher level skills
ʂ Meshing Units of Study within larger concepts
ʂ Individual student conferences
ʂ Small, differentiated strategy groups
ʂ Selection of more complex texts
ʂ Use of learning progressions to grow readers
ʂ Integration of gifted curricula and resources

Reading Workshop & Advanced Readers



ʂ Teacher’s College Units 
of Study

ʂ Use of Learning 
Progressions to help 
readers grow

Units of Study for Reading Workshop



Example of Learning Progression

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UtZXurwouH9aeKiCJtzkEmVd3Au4niU3L35VV0kuHBQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UtZXurwouH9aeKiCJtzkEmVd3Au4niU3L35VV0kuHBQ/edit?usp=sharing






ʂ Occurs daily and in a time outside of 
Reading Workshop block

ʂ Teacher models thinking aloud and utilizing 
different reading strategies and skills

ʂ Engages all students while they interact 
with text
ʂ stop & jot

ʂ turn & talk

ʂ stop & sketch

ʂ stop & act out

Interactive Read Aloud (IRA)



IRAs with Advanced Readers

ʂ Add depth & complexity
ʂ Exposure to rich, complex texts
ʂ Vary engagement methods used
ʂ Connect to concepts or big ideas



Enhancing Your IRAs… 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BLvXcAbIyNvWqcYny_qyKDIxkMGKBlL6xM5uYgoYU5M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BLvXcAbIyNvWqcYny_qyKDIxkMGKBlL6xM5uYgoYU5M/edit?usp=sharing


Let’s Experience an IRA!

Bring your… 
… reading partner 
… sticky notes
… pen or writing instrument



Reactions to IRA

ʂ How did it feel to 
experience an IRA 
through the lens of a 
student? 

ʂ How could using IRAs 
with your advanced 
students benefit them?

Turn & Talk with 
your neighbors. 

 



ʂ Read the text as a reader. Mark the 
places as you read that cause you to 
have a reaction to the text. 

ʂ Reread it again as a teacher. Look for 
parts of the text that may be 
challenging for your students or they 
might not naturally think about as 
you read. 

How to Plan an IRA 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XKFVjn6FQKKziuy_eJVTLlmTWLSnOZgV8TLrXNr4e6A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XKFVjn6FQKKziuy_eJVTLlmTWLSnOZgV8TLrXNr4e6A/edit?usp=sharing


ʂ Reread and mark the text with a reading skill. 

ʂ Identify the various reading skills you will model during 
your think alouds. Find another place for the students to try 
that skill when they “turn and talk” with a partner.

ʂ Code your read aloud with post-its jotting down the prompt 
you will use to pop out the reading skill during your think 
aloud, turn and talk, stop and jot, etc.. 

How to Plan an IRA



Gifted Strategies  & 
Resource Integration



Utilized Literacy Resources



Comprehension



Literature Web

ʂ Teaching Model from William 
& Mary Language Arts Units

ʂ Allows students to deeply 
analyze selections

ʂ Can also be used to analyze 
piece of media, artwork, or 
song

ʂ Integrates multiple Common 
Core Standards



https://docs.google.com/document/d/11FHf-4Iu1AulbCVJnXafJWe1_T85h_jXLSOQ6VIOiSU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11FHf-4Iu1AulbCVJnXafJWe1_T85h_jXLSOQ6VIOiSU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11FHf-4Iu1AulbCVJnXafJWe1_T85h_jXLSOQ6VIOiSU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11FHf-4Iu1AulbCVJnXafJWe1_T85h_jXLSOQ6VIOiSU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11FHf-4Iu1AulbCVJnXafJWe1_T85h_jXLSOQ6VIOiSU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11FHf-4Iu1AulbCVJnXafJWe1_T85h_jXLSOQ6VIOiSU/edit?usp=sharing




Literature Web Rubric

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mvAbpJ74bpvszji9fZGKkWKydRdvoVtcPFmn99yfcCg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mvAbpJ74bpvszji9fZGKkWKydRdvoVtcPFmn99yfcCg/edit?usp=sharing


Let’s experience a 
Literature Web!



Character Trait Web

ʂ Deeply analyze character 
trait as it relates to a 
particular character

ʂ Cite specific evidence 
from text 



Examples



Character Analysis Diagram

ʀ Students describe the significance 
of a character in a novel/text.

ʀ Examine both the personal 
characteristics and the importance 
of the person to the plot:
ʀ Personal Character
ʀ Relationship to others
ʀ Beliefs/Ideals
ʀ Positive Qualities
ʀ Negative Qualities 
ʀ Significance in the Action of the 

Story



Symbolism & Relationships Chart

ʂ Analysis of character 
relationships

ʂ Higher level application 
of symbolism

ʂ Adapted from CFGE 
William & Mary 
training





Modified Example-- 3rd Grade





Jacob’s Ladder

ʂ Variety of genres with complex text
ʂ myths/fables
ʂ nonfiction
ʂ poetry

ʂ Contains different skill ladders
ʂ Moves from lower order to higher order 

thinking tasks
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Ladders increase in difficulty 
as you travel across.



Example with Student Response

source: Jacob’s 
Ladder Reading 
Comprehension 
Program Book 1 



Teacher Created Skill Ladders





Close Reading and Jacob’s Ladder

ʂ Use of complex, non-fiction 
text to model the annotation 
process:
ʂ Set a purpose
ʂ Read the text
ʂ Chunk the text
ʂ Re-read for vocabulary
ʂ Re-read for the gist
ʂ Re-read for your  

purpose 



Sample Annotated 
Close Read



Questioning Resource

ʀ SEM-R bookmarks for advanced level questioning
ʀ Helps to provide appropriate level of challenge for talented 

readers
ʀ Broken down into different categories
ʀ Created for elementary and middle school students
ʀ Ideas for utilizing this resource:

⋄ conferring
⋄ IRA’s
⋄ intentional questioning during Mini-Lessons



http://gifted.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/961/2015/07/semr_elementary_school_bookmarks.pdf
http://gifted.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/961/2015/07/semr_elementary_school_bookmarks.pdf


Listening & Speaking



Paideia/Socratic Seminars

ʂ Builds student speaking & 
listening skills

ʂ Infusion of higher level questions 
with complex texts

ʂ Active learning for students
ʂ Text= novel, short story,excerpt, 

nonfiction article, music, piece of 
media or film, artwork

ʂ Could use a shared experience as 
a topic, as well



Paideia Seminar

Pre-Seminar

Seminar

Post Seminar Tasks

Round
 Robin

Volunteer



High 
Expectations 

for Participation

https://drive.google.com/a/cms.k12.nc.us/file/d/0B8ozc_JAf5XKRW00MmxuSXRReG8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/cms.k12.nc.us/file/d/0B8ozc_JAf5XKRW00MmxuSXRReG8/view?usp=sharing


Seminars in Action

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rTbNnKB69XXma56zmgGD6h3BSTfVdpfCSDF7RW4-7N8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rTbNnKB69XXma56zmgGD6h3BSTfVdpfCSDF7RW4-7N8/edit?usp=sharing




Synopsis: A little boy named Laurie starts 
Kindergarten and his parents start to notice a 
change in his behavior. Instead of acting like 
a “sweet-voiced nursery-school tot” Laurie no 
longer waves goodbye to his mom, slams the 
door when he comes home, and speaks 
insolently to his father. Each day he comes 
home with stories about a classmate who 
misbehaves named Charles. Laurie’s mother 
is determined to meet Charles’ mother at the 
next PTA Meeting. The mother asks the 
teacher about Charles Charles and the 
teacher tells her that there is no one named 
Charles in the class. (The story thus implies 
that all the trouble has been caused by 
Laurie.)



Socratic Questioning

ʂ Asking questions= powerful tool for 
learning

ʂ Utilized during book clubs, seminars, 
literature circles, or in content areas 
to sharpen and deepen thinking skills

ʂ Challenges both the person asking the 
questions and  the respondents



● Builds listening and 
speaking skills

● Enhances student book 
club discussions

● Challenges all students 
to think at higher levels



How can I introduce 
Socratic Questioning 

to my students? 



Clarifying Questions

Student 1: “I think starting Kindergarten has changed Laurie.”

Student 2: “What exactly do you mean when you say  you think 
starting Kindergarten has changed Laurie?”

Student 1: “I mean that according to Laurie’s mom, he used to be 
a “sweet voiced nursery school tot” and now he speaks 
disrespectfully to his parents and has now developed a 
“swaggering character.”



Assumption Questions

Student 1: “Charles is not concerned with the feelings of others.”

Student 2: “Could you explain how you developed this assumption?”

Student 1: “Well, I assume Charles is not concerned with the 
feelings of others because on page 44 he hit the teacher and he 
kicked the teacher’s friend on page 45.”



Recursive Questions

Student 1: “Why didn’t the school contact Laurie/Charles’ mother 
when he was misbehaving?”

Student 2: “How would you respond to your own question?”

Student 1: “I think the school did not contact Laurie’s mother 
because maybe he wasn’t misbehaving as badly as Laurie made 
it sound. Perhaps he was exaggerating.”





Debates
ʂ Students take a stance on an issue--for or 

against.
ʂ Provides practice  for conducting research and 

note taking
ʂ Craft persuasive arguments with supporting 

details
ʂ Help develop and strengthen listening, 

speaking, and viewing skills
ʂ Integrates multiple Common Core Standards  





Debate in Action

Should the 
school day 

be extended 
for students?



Café Conversations

ʀ A series of conversations with different people 

in order to notice patterns and make 

connections between ideas.

ʀ Encourages active participation in small-group 

discussions, such as book clubs.

ʀ Focused dialogue to help develop key ideas and 

encourage diverse perspectives.

http://www.conversationcafe.org/#


Keys to Café Conversations

ʂ Set the tone with a friendly, “café style” setting.

ʂ Use butcher paper and different color markers for purposeful 

doodling and note taking.

ʂ Begin with an inviting question.

ʂ Students model academic conversations in small groups & 

provide helpful feedback within their group.

ʂ Rotations occur periodically during the conversation

ʂ Students leave behind their table notes to provide a history of 

their conversation for the next group.

ʂ Debrief as a whole group at the end to share insights.

http://www.conversationcafe.org/#
http://www.conversationcafe.org/#


Café Conversations in Action

http://www.conversationcafe.org/#




Your Ticket Out… 

http://bit.ly/ncagtpadlet 

http://bit.ly/ncagtpadlet
http://bit.ly/ncagtpadlet
http://padlet.com/lisa_pagano/growingreaders
http://padlet.com/lisa_pagano/growingreaders


Lisa Pagano
lisa.pagano@cms.k12.nc.us

@edu_ms_pagano

Marie Deegan
mariea.deegan@cms.k12.nc.us 

@mrsdeegan821

Contact Information

mailto:lisa.pagano@cms.k12.nc.us
mailto:lisa.pagano@cms.k12.nc.us
mailto:mariea.deegan@cms.k12.nc.us
mailto:mariea.deegan@cms.k12.nc.us

